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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE 
Ninth Report — “Growing WA through Innovation Forum” — Tabling 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [10.24 am]: I present for tabling the Economics and Industry Standing 
Committee’s ninth report, “Growing WA through Innovation Forum”. 

[See paper 4652.] 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: Firstly, I was going to acknowledge the presence of Hon Elizabeth Constable in the 
gallery, but she walked out before I could. 

The committee tabled its report titled “Growing WA through Innovation”, which puts forward recommendations 
relating to the Western Australian government’s role in fostering innovation to expand and diversify the state’s 
economy. This report is the result of a yearlong inquiry that generated sufficient positive interest across 
government, business and university sectors. There was an overwhelming consensus on the benefits of 
innovation and the role it needs to play in growing Western Australia’s economy. An awful lot is happening in 
Western Australia in industry, government and universities and some innovative ideas about developing 
incubating businesses are being developed. Given the high level of interest in the committee’s inquiry and the 
overwhelming agreement on the need for more to be done, the committee decided to hold a forum for those who 
had participated in the inquiry by providing evidence or hosting a site visit for the committee. 

The information forum was held at Technology Park Bentley on 17 August 2016 and the committee thanks the 
Department of Commerce and Technology Park for allowing us to use their facilities. At the forum, each 
member of the committee spoke to a different aspect of the report. This gave the committee an opportunity to 
expand on the issue and explain the findings and the practical nature of the recommendations. The committee 
aimed to make recommendations that could be implemented at relatively little cost to the government. The forum 
also gave the committee an opportunity to engage with the community at a more general level, and I took the 
opportunity to briefly explain the role of the parliamentary committee and its separation from government. I did 
a similar thing a couple of years ago when I spoke at a liquefied natural gas forum about the committee’s 
floating liquefied natural gas inquiry. Importantly, the forum gave participants an opportunity to provide 
feedback to the committee in the report and its recommendations. It also allowed them to ask questions or seek 
clarification on certain points. 

The forum was very well received. The committee received very positive feedback on the morning and 
subsequently by email and at other functions attended by members in their work as members of Parliament. 
Those who provided evidence to the committee appreciated learning more about how it was dealt with and 
knowing that their evidence had been considered. One important issue raised by a number of participants was 
what happens after the report has been presented to Parliament. The forum allowed us to explain the process and 
note that the government’s response to the report was due at the end of September, but because the house is not 
sitting it will not be tabled until mid-October. The parliamentary secretary, Mr Matt Taylor, MLA, attended the 
forum and spoke at the end of the question time. He made positive comments about the report and the committee 
looks forward to a positive report from the government. I note that one of the key recommendations in the report 
is to reform the Limited Partnerships Act to bring it under the Venture Capital Act 2002, a commonwealth act, 
which has been done in every other state. Legislation to achieve that was brought into the other place yesterday. 
I welcome that first piece of work resulting from a key recommendation in the report. 

I thank members and encourage other committees to consider presenting their work to their industry or key 
audiences after they have tabled a report to make sure that they get the information further out into the 
community. Although a forum would not be appropriate for all inquiries, I recommend that other committees 
consider this as a way of engaging with their key inquiry stakeholders and the community more generally. 

I take the chance to thank Dr Loraine Abernethie and Mr Michael Burton, our two staff members, my committee 
chair, Hon Fran Logan, and the other committee members, the member for Joondalup, the member for Willagee 
and the member for Wagin. Thank you. 
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